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RE: PUBLIC SOFTWARE FOR PUBLIC ELECTIONS

Dea Commisgoners:

We are delighted to lean o your interest in open source voting software. The Open Voting
Consortium is the organization most actively promoting this mode of election administration, and
we would be happy to participate in the next EAC hearing.

Asyou sort through this, it isimportant to remember that Open Source does not simply mean letting
people look at the source aode. To achieve the greatest public benefit, engineas must be able to test
the code, recommend changes (under the same open license terms), and publish their findings for
pulic discussion. Since there ae many Free Software/Open Source software licenses, the specific
terms that apply to a particular program must be dearly stated. At the same time, the versions of
software used in el ections must be properly certified, and all uncertified variants of election-related
code must be labeled as uch.

Public licensing of publi shed source code has served the computing world very well. Most of the
software used to bring us the Internet is open sourcewith public licenses. Apade (web server
software) and Linux (computer operating system) are outstanding examples of such software.
Studies have shown that software programs open for peer review are higher quality, better
performing, and have fewer bugs than competing closed source proprietary software. It isno
wonder that most of the web servers on the Internet are running robust applications like Apade
along with an open source operating system like Linux.

Open sourcevoting systems could also all ow el ection systems from different vendarsto provide
compatible output. Asit is, each vendor of proprietary systems also uses proprietary fil e formats.
Aggregating the vote count is compli cated by the fact that the results are presented in the various
formats vendars have chosen to use. How can wetalk abou standardsin this regard when the
details are trade secrets? The alvent of true open voting will bring interoperahility, better
standards, simpli city and efficiency, as well as openness

Last month we gave ademonstration of our prototype voting software to areaptive pulic
audience Thiswas annourced in the New York Times, Washington Post, Baltimore Sun, San Jose
Mercury News, and many other papers coast-to-coast on April 1st.
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Peoplelikethis snsibleidea After seeing our April 1 demo at the County Government Center in
San Jose California, the San Jose Mercury News lauded our system as the “Touch Screen Holy
Grail” (April 8 editorial). Open sourceis akey comporent of the Open Voting Consortium model,
and we've thought through many other isaues related to security, accessibility, and usability.

Realing or visonimpaired voters can vote privately and uresssted, as with ather eledronic voting
machines. They can also use aseparate independent station enabling them to hear and verify their
ballot, giving them the same full rights to a voter-verified paper ball ot as voters with noimpai rment.

The San Jose Mercury News followed their April 8 editoria with another editoria (Apr 23) urging
our Secretary of Stateto “replaceyour proprietary code with gpen-source software that voters can
trust.” At aminimum, we think that open source public software should be offered as on as
possible to jurisdictions as an aternative to closed source bladk box voting systems.

We have been able to move the project forward with volunteer scientists and engineers. However,
funding will be needed in arder to complete and certify the high-quality production-grade
comprehensive software that the world's greaest democracy deserves. The Open Voting
Consortium is working with states and their public universities to advance our open source voting
software devel opment project.

The Open Voting Consortium intends to be adurable organi zation that will provide an orrgoing
structure for maintenance and delivery of Open Voting systems for many yeas after the research
and development has been completed. Our business model aims to foster competition among a
greaer number of vendors focused on services rather than hardware.

We look forward to increasing the dialog between the Eledion Asdstance Administration and the
Open Voting Consortium. | would appreciate the oppartunity to present our case regarding public
software for public elections at one of your hearings.
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