A &, Er Woshinglon, D6, 20575
G ontseniih. Didnciod

S e_p‘lem})er 5, 2007

Mr. Alan Dechcrt, President
Open Voting Consortium
G560 Windrose Lane

Granite Bay, California 95746
Dear Mr. Dechert,

Because H.R. 811, the Voter Confidence and Increased Accessibility Act is likely to come to the
House Floor for a vote this week, I want to follow-up on our recent meeting in Palo Alto and
address the concerns of the Open Voting Consortium.

While HLR. 811 does not mandate “open source” software for voting systems, it requires
manufacturers to reveal election—specifiﬂ source code to qua]ified persons in the election process.
There currenﬂy are no such requirements and this has led to major hurdles in Iitigation over
voting system failures. While this provision in H.R. 811 doesn't completely address concerns
about closed software for electronic voting machines, | think it's a signj.{-icanl; step in fLu*l:llering
the important national goal of esta]ﬂishillg greater accountabi]j.ty in our election system.

While H.R. 811 is not perfect (no bill is) it has been years in the making. We 11eec1 to get a bill
to t_h__e_ﬂoox that secures a pa,lper trail. peouple across the country (13111&11_(r this. What concerns me
is if H.R. 811 is not enacted, the issue will not be addressed in the 110% Congress. We'll be

stuck with the status quo, with no changcs and no reforms and this is unacceptable.

I will continueto support eHforts to expa.nr.]. OpEn SOUICe tt:c.]e_noliogyf e-nsu-rulg-%-lﬁ."t tne-government

utilizes opens source syslems where feasible.
Thank you for your important aclvocacy.
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