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commission. As a result, it is unclear when the results of these initiatives 

will b e availab le to assist state and  local election authorities. 

N ong overnmental Initiatives 
Are Intend ed  to Imp rove 
V oting  S y stem S ecurity  and  
R eliab ility

In ad d ition to fed eral initiatives, initiatives b y  various nong overnmental 

org aniz ations nationwid e have b een estab lished  to ad d ress the security  and  

reliab ility  of voting  sy stems. P rofessional org aniz ations, acad emic 

institutions, and  citiz en ad vocacy  g roup s have initiatives that affect several 

areas of the voting  sy stem life cy cle, p articularly  p rod uct d evelop ment, 

acq uisition, stand ard s, and  manag ement. S elected  initiatives includ e

( 1 )  d evelop ing  op en d esig ns for voting  sy stem p rod ucts; ( 2 )  id entify ing  

issues and  k ey  q uestions to b e consid ered  b y  consumers of electronic 

voting  sy stems; ( 3 ) d efining  international stand ard s; and  ( 4 )  sup p orting  

more effective manag ement, includ ing  collecting , catalog ing , and  analy z ing  

p rob lems ex p erienced  d uring  elections. T ab le 3  summariz es k ey  initiatives.

Table 3:  Nongovernmental Initiatives to Improve Voting System Security and Reliability

Initiative O rganiz ation P roduct or activity Status

P roduct development

Prototype for an 
open-s ou rc e 
elec tronic  v oting  
applic ation

O pen V oting  
C ons ortiu m

D ev eloped  a prototype for an open-s ou rc e elec tronic  
v oting  applic ation th at u s es  c om m erc ial h ard w are and  
operating  s ys tem  c om ponents  and  prov id es  (1 ) an 
elec tronic  v oting  m ac h ine th at prints  a paper b allot, (2 ) a 
b allot v erific ation s tation th at s c ans  th e paper b allot and  
lets  a v oter h ear th e s elec tions , and  (3 ) an applic ation to 
tally th e paper b allots .

C ontinu ing  to ad d  
fu nc tionality to prototype. N o 
s pec ific  tim etab le.

A  M od u lar V oting  
A rc h itec tu re

C altec h /M IT  V oting  
T ec h nolog y Projec t

Propos ed  an approac h  for b u ild ing  ad d itional s ec u rity 
featu res  into elec tronic  v oting  s ys tem s  th rou g h  an 
alternativ e v oting  s ys tem  arc h itec tu re.

C om pleted  A u g u s t 2 0 0 1 . 
A v ailab le for im plem entation. 

A cq uisition

A  F ram ew ork  for 
U nd ers tand ing  
E lec tronic  V oting

N ational A c ad em y of 
S c ienc es ’ C om pu ter 
S c ienc e and  
T elec om m u nic ations  
B oard

D efining  q u es tions  to h elp polic y m ak ers , elec tion offic ials , 
and  th e interes ted  pu b lic  u nd ers tand  th e tec h nolog y, 
s oc ial, and  operational is s u es  relev ant to elec tronic  v oting , 
inc lu d ing  s ec u rity is s u es .

Pu b lic ation ex pec ted  in fall 
2 0 0 5 .

R elativ e 
perform anc e of 
v oting  s ys tem  
c las s es  

B rennan C enter for 
J u s tic e

S tarted  an ind epend ent as s es s m ent of elec tronic  v oting  
s ys tem  s ec u rity and  plans  to d ev elop a report d es c rib ing  
th e relativ e perform anc e of eac h  c las s  of v oting  s ys tem s .

T o b e c om pleted  in fall 2 0 0 5 .


